Wisdom and Destiny

destiny of the sage holds not aloof from
that of the wicked and frivolous. All
destinies are for ever commingling; and
the adventure is rare in whose web the
hempen thread blends not with the
golden. There are misfortunes more
gradual, less frightful of aspect, than
those that befell CEdipus and the prince
of Elsinore; misfortunes that quail not
beneath the gaze of truth or justice or
love. Those who speak of the profit of
wisdom are never so wise as when they
freely admit, without pride or heart-
burning, that wisdom grants scarcely a
boon to her faithful that the foolish or
wicked would prize. And indeed, it may
often take place that the sage, as he moves
among men, shall pass almost unnoticed,
shall affect them but slightly; be this that
his stay is too brief, that he comes too
late, that he misses true contact; or per-
chance that he has to contend with forces
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